Board of Directors

Monthly Meeting

September 9, 2025
Grand Island Station
Minutes

Meeting: Meeting called to Order by Chairman Garner at 6:38PM 

Present: Directors Garner, Moore, Simmons, Hickel, Chief Winters and Firefighter Effie Vargas. 
Absent: Brookins, Miller, Kimbrell
Approve meeting minutes of August 2025
Chief Winters stated the following corrections to the August Minutes were Claims $46,018.00.
There being no further corrections, it was moved by Director Moore and 2nd by Simmons to approve the minutes as corrected.

Ayes: Garner, Moore, Simmons, Hickel
Noes: None

Absent: Brookins, Miller, Kimbrell
Motion passed unanimously.

Period of Public Comment:

There was no public comment. 

Approve Claims for September 2025
Chief Winters presented claims in the amount of $26,771.11 for approval.

It was moved by Director Simmons and 2nd by Hickel to approve the claims.

AYES: Garner, Moore, Simmons, Hickel 
NOES: None

ABSENT: Brookins, Miller, Kimbrell
Motion passed unanimously.

Approve Memorandum of Understanding with Firefighter Efgenio Vargas and authorize chairman to sign. 

Chief Winters stated the Board received a draft copy of the MOU and recommended the following corrections:

Page 1 of Table of Contents – Article V is listed twice, remove the second section of Article V

Chapter 2 – Salaries- Remove Item F

Section 3 – Compensation Time – Handed out a new print out of items A-E employment prior to eligibility
Article V – Section 1 Medical, Dental, Vision, Life Insurance -added G to state after 6 months of employment prior to eligibility

Article VI – Added: Was not included and it covers days of work, number of hours, etc. this will be included in final copy of MOU.

There being no further corrections or additions to the draft MOU it was moved by Director Hickel, 2nd by Moore to approve MOU as corrected.

AYES; Garner, Moore, Simmons, Hickel

Noes: None

Absent: Brookins, Miller Simmons

Motion passed unanimously.

Place Gabriel Ruiz on the Grand Island Station membership roster pending completion of a criminal background check and medical examination as recommended by the Grand Island Membership Committee.

It was moved by Director Hickel and 2nd by Simmons to approve the placement of Gabriel Ruiz on Grand Island Station membership roster.

AYES: Garner, Moore, Simmons, Hickel

Noes: None

Absent: Brookins, Miller, Kimbrell

Motion passed unanimously.

Fire Risk Association of California – Fire Risk Management services notification of termination of medical benefits coverage program and special assessment invoice:

Chief Winters stated that this program provides a choice for employees for medical coverage other than the program that the County of Colusa provides. Currently one District employee has been enrolled in the medical coverage provided by Fire Districts Association of California. District has received notification that as of December 31, 2025, they will no longer provide medical coverage due to deteriorating financial performance of the medical benefits program. They will be imposing special assessments on members 2024 and 2025 medical benefits coverage program with Sacramento Rive Fire District assessment being $6,122.45. District may choose to pay off assessment in full and take an 8% reduction or pay $340.14 a month for 18 months.
Chief Winters stated he is recommending that the district make payments for 18 months of $340.14 per month.

It was moved by Director Hickel and 2nd by Moore to approve making the 18 monthly payments at $340.14 per month.

AYES: Garner, Moore, Simmins, Hickel

NOES: None

ABSENT: Brookins, Miller, Kimbrell
Motion passed unanimously.

Communications: Reports and Presentations:

Directors: None

Colusa Rural/Grand Island Firefighters: None present
Fire Chief winters:

Chief Winters stated that the legal opinion on the district’s hiring of a Board of Directors business to perform work for the district has not been received as the contract with Districts legal counsel ran out and had to be renewed. Chief Winters will bring it to the next Board meeting.
OES Tender #31 has been assigned to the Garnett Fire near Fresno since August 29th.
Incidents for August: 32- There were two fires, one vegetation fire with $250 damages and 1 debris fire; 17 EMS incidents, 5 at Colusa Casino Resort, 6 Mutual Aids; 5 investigations; and 2 public assists. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:46 PM with the next meeting being October 14, 2025, at 6:30 PM at the Colusa Station.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

John Garner, Chairman of Board of Directors. 

__________________________________

Patty Hickel
Secretary

